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I  love the biblical narrative about how God calls Samuel (1 
Samuel 3). It seems like such a child’s story—something you only 
learn once in Sunday school—but it’s filled with insights about 
how God speaks to us, and how we should respond.
 
In the account, it’s almost humorous that three times God calls 
Samuel, and three times, Samuel has no idea who’s really talking. 
So instead of answering the Almighty, he repeatedly disturbs Eli 
with, “Here I am!” Thankfully, Eli figures out what’s going on, and 
tells Samuel exactly what to say when he hears the Voice again.

But we snicker at that story. Surely, we just can’t relate, cause that 
never happens to us. Does it? Well, the older I get, the more I 
realize that this happens—at least to me—all the time. No, not in 
the same way it happened to Samuel. But I know that God has 
spoken to me, perhaps through his Word, or a person, or by his 
Spirit in my heart, but I didn’t recognize his voice.
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I’m sure there are many reasons why I might have mistaken him, not 
unlike Sam. Perhaps I was half asleep, and the call came at an 
unexpected time. Perhaps I didn’t believe God could or would speak 
to me, at least not clearly. Perhaps I just didn’t know him well 
enough to discern his voice. Or maybe I was just afraid to really 
hear what he had to say. 

Thankfully my reasons don’t stop God’s call. Just as in Samuel’s 
case, God continues to call and wait, even when I’m confused and 
running here and there for answers. In fact, when we’re earnestly 
seeking to respond, he sends us the help we need to discern his voice 
and to act appropriately when we finally realize, it’s him! 

Besides meeting God “through his word” (1 Sam 3:21), this resource 
will help guide you as you learn to listen for God’s call, discern his 
voice from others’, and act in faith on his words. In it you’ll find the 
biblical wisdom and practical insights you’re looking for, from 
authors who understand. You’ll also find plenty of other resources 
packed inside for you to go even further discovering God’s voice 
and call in your life. 

Blessings,

Janine Petry
Contributing Editor, Gifted For Leadership
Christianity Today International
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The Heart of the Issue

I  was kneeling on the steps of the chancel with several hands laid on 
my shoulder. The occasion was my ordination into the ministry, and 
the pastor was praying a seemingly interminable prayer for God’s 
blessing and power to be upon me. My legs had started to cramp. 
Sweat was soaking through my black robe—a garment whose 
origins were in Northern Europe and whose wearer was in Southern 
California on a balmy May evening—and my knees felt as though 
they were piercing the scarlet carpet.

Does he think I need more prayer than usual? I thought. Then, as if in 
answer to my question, he prayed, “Lord, as Ben feels the weight of 
these hands upon his shoulders, may he feel the weight of what he 
has been called to do.”

Amen.

“But may he feel also the strength of your everlasting arms bearing 
him up.”

Amen and amen!
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That is what ministry has been like ever since: an impossible, 
unbearable job accompanied by an improbable, inexplicable strength.

The apostle Paul took inventory of his vocation and asked, “Who is 
equal to such a task?” My version of that question comes several times 
a year as I step into the pulpit: Patterson, I wonder, just what do you 
think you are doing here? Who are you, of all people, to tell several 
hundred people what God thinks?

The question has struck me on other occasions, too. One Sunday a 
man from my checkered past came to see if the preacher was indeed 
the same Ben Patterson he had known years earlier. I’m sure he 
wondered what I was doing leading a service of worship. Seeing him 
and remembering my past, I wondered myself.

Countless hours I’ve sat with people crushed by life ’s weight. I have 
tried to convey something of the mercy and hope of Jesus. Verily, 
Patterson, just what do you think you are doing here?
I would have no right, no reason, no hope in ministry were it not for 
one thing: Almighty God, in his inscrutable wisdom, called me to it. 
That is all. He has willed it, not I.

Sovereignly, the Spirit blows where he wants, and he has blown me 
into the ordained ministry. Like the new birth, I was born into this 
thing not by the will of a man or an institution, but by the will of my 
Father in heaven.

Hearing a Call Is No Career Move
I often have puzzled over this thing we designate a “call.” What is it? 
How does it come? How do you know when it does?

While I don’t understand everything, there is one thing I am solidly 
convinced of: a call is not a career. The pivotal distinction between the 
two may be the most important thing we ever understand about the 
call of God, especially in these times.

The words themselves immediately suggest one difference. Our 
English word career comes from the French carriere, meaning “a 
road,” or “a highway.” The image suggests a course one sets out on, 
road map in hand, goal in sight, stops marked along the way for food, 
lodging, and fuel.
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Looking back, we can speak of one ’s career as the road one took in 
life. But more often we speak of it as we look forward, as the path one 
chooses and plans to travel professionally, an itinerary charted and 
scheduled. The destination is primary. The roads are well-marked. 
The rest is up to the traveler.

A call, on the other hand, has no maps, no itinerary to follow; no 
destination to envision. Rather, a call depends upon hearing a Voice. 
The organ of faith is the ear, not the eye. First and last, it is something 
one listens for. Everything depends upon the relationship of the 
listener to the One who calls. Careers lend themselves to formula and 
blueprints, a call only to a relationship. A career can be pursued with a 
certain amount of personal detachment, a call never.

When Moses heard God call him to free the slaves in Egypt, he first 
responded as though he were presented with a career decision. Was he 
qualified? Did he have the proper experience and unique skills 
required by such an undertaking? He talked to God as though he were 
in a job interview: Who am I to do such a thing? What if the people 
don’t follow? And doesn’t God know that I am a poor public speaker?

All of this was irrelevant to God. All that mattered was that Moses 
believed God could be trusted when he said, “I will be with you.” In 
short, all that mattered was the call, and that Moses bind himself to the 
One who issued the call. There were no road maps, only the Voice.

Discerning the Right Voice
How do we know we are hearing God’s voice and not merely the 
voice of our own aspirations, desires that themselves contain godly 
ambition and selfishness commingled? How do we sort God’s voice 
out of the clamor of so many messages?

In Wishful Thinking, Frederick Buechner writes, “There are all 
different kinds of voices calling to you, all different kinds of work. 
And the problem is finding out which is the voice of God, rather than 
of society, say, or the super-ego, or self-interest. By and large a good 
rule for finding out is this: The kind of work God usually calls you to 
is the kind of work, (a) that you need most to do, and (b) that the 
world most needs to have done. If you really get a kick out of your 
work, you’ve presumably met requirement (a), but if your work is 
writing TV deodorant commercials, the chances are you’ve missed 
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requirement (b). On the other hand, if your work is being a doctor in 
a leper colony, you have probably met requirement (b), but if most of 
the time you’re bored and depressed by it, the chances are you’ve not 
only bypassed (a) but probably aren’t helping your patients much 
either. Neither the hair shirt nor the soft berth will do.”

I like the way Buechner concludes: “The place God calls you to is the 
place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.” 
Without both, you fail. I see too many people in church, in virtually 
every church I’ve been in, doing things that “ought to be done.” But 
they don’t like it, and it’s just wearing them down, and there ’s a 
joylessness about the whole thing.

It’s a failure to do something that “needs to be done,” but to do it 
without joy; there ’s no gladness about the whole thing. Gladness isn’t 
necessarily emotional bubbles as much as it is significance, meaning, 
purpose, seeing it as worthwhile. You can suffer and sacrifice and still 
be glad about it.
I think it’s just as wrong to do something that needs doing and hate it, 
as it is to just do something that you like but that doesn’t really need to 
be done.

So my working theology of a call includes this sense of gladness: 
trying to find the common ground between my deep gladness and the 
needs I see around me.

A Call Is Something You Listen For
The essential nature of the call is illustrated in a folk tale about a 
father and a son. They were traveling together to a distant city. There 
were no maps. The journey was to be long and rough, fraught with 
dangers. The roads were unmarked and mostly nonexistent. Only the 
wisdom and experience of the father would get him and his son to 
their destination.

Along the way, the boy grew curious. He wanted to know what was 
on the other side of the forest, beyond that distant ridge? Could he run 
over and look? His father said yes.
“But Father, how will I know whether I have wandered too far from 
you? What will keep me from getting lost?”
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“Every few minutes,” the father said, “I will call your name and wait 
for you to answer. Listen for my voice, my son. When you can no 
longer hear me, you will know that you have gone too far.”

Ministry is not an occupation, it’s a vocation. It primarily demands not 
on professional credentials but the ability to hear and heed the call of 
God. And that simply requires that we stay quiet enough and close 
enough to hear his voice and be held firm in our impossible task by his 
everlasting arms.

The Untamed Call
Inherent in God’s call is something fierce and unmanageable. He 
summons, but he will not be summoned. He does the calling; we do 
the answering.

“You did not choose me; I chose you,” Jesus told his disciples. There 
is always a sense of compulsion, at times even a sense of violence, 
about God’s call.

Struck blind on the road to Damascus, Paul said later, “Woe is me if I 
preach not the gospel.”
Jeremiah complained that God had seduced him into his vocation, and 
wouldn’t let him out, no matter how much it hurt: “If I say, ‘I will not 
mention him or speak anymore in his name,’ his word is in my heart 
like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones. I am weary of holding it in; 
indeed, I cannot.”

Spurgeon saw the divine constraint as such a sure sign of a call that he 
advised young men considering the ministry not to do it if, in any way, 
they could see themselves doing something else.

At times we try to tame the call by equating a staff position in a church 
or organization with the call itself. But the call always transcends the 
things we may be forced to do to earn money, even if those things are 
done in the church. The same distinction we urge our people to note 
applies to us: our vocation in Christ is one thing, our occupations quite 
another.

Our vocation is our calling to serve Christ; our occupations are the 
jobs we do to earn our way in the world. While it is our calling to 
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press our occupations into the service of our vocation, it is 
idolatrous to equate the two. Happy is the man or woman whose 
vocation and occupations come close. But it’s no disaster if they 
don’t.

If tomorrow I am fired from my job as pastor of New Providence 
Presbyterian Church and am forced to find employment in the 
Sunoco station down the street, my vocation would remain intact. I 
still would be called to preach. Nothing would have changed my 
call, just the situation in which I obey it. As Ralph Turnbull points 
out, I may preach as the paid pastor of a church, but I am not being 
paid to preach. I am given an allowance so that I can be more free 
to preach.

At times we try to tame the call by “clericalizing” it. Seminary 
education does not qualify a person for the ordained ministry, nor 
does additional psychological testing and field experience. 
Naturally, these may be valuable and even necessary for the 
ministry, but none of them alone or in combination is sufficient.

No office or position can be equated with the call. No credential, 
degree, or test should be confused with it. No professional jargon 
or psychobabble can tame it. No training or experience or 
ecclesiastical success can replace it.

Patterson, just what do you think you’re doing? My answer: Trying to 
follow the Voice.

Only the call suffices. Everything else is footnote and commentary.

Ben Patterson is Senior Pastor of Westmont College in Santa Barbara, 
California, and contributing editor to Leadership. This article was 
originally printed in Mastering the Pastoral Role, a Leadership 
book, 1991.
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Thought Provokers
• Patterson writes, “At times we try to tame the call by equating a staff position in 

a church or organization with the call itself. But the call always transcends the 
things we may be forced to do to earn money, even if those things are done in the 
church.” Based on this, what is the difference between your “call” and your 
“career”?

• What is your call, and what is the situation in which you obey it? 
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Practically Speaking

There are few things more attractive, more noticeable, than 
someone who’s pursuing an activity she loves and is good at. 
We’ve all had the remarkable experience of sitting in a classroom 
listening to a teacher who engages and awakens the deepest parts 
of who we are. I have a friend who runs a gardening service, and 
as I listen to him talk about keeping a family’s yard looking nice, 
the joy and skill he brings to what he does are obvious.

It’s an amazing and fulfilling thing to live life in line with God’s 
design and calling on your life. But it can seem difficult and 
overwhelming to discover it. So here ’s my suggestion: Pay 
attention to who God made you to be.

What gives you life and energy? What are you good at? What do 
you love to do? What consistent patterns are noticeable in you 
that may be clues to your design and calling? Before he met 
Christ, the apostle Paul was an activist and a zealot—an 
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articulate opponent of the church. When he met Christ, he continued 
to be an activist and a zealot, but he changed for whom he worked. 
Acts 9:20 says he at once began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus 
is the Son of God. He didn’t change who he was by design, but he did 
change the Lordship in his life.

Noticing what you’re not good at is also valuable information. We 
only have so many “yeses” we can give, so don’t spend them on what 
you don’t do well. After having spent years paying attention to who 
God made me to be, I know I shouldn’t say “yes” to volunteering in 
the church nursery. The kids in the nursery agree with me. But there 
are people who really love that work, and the church nursery is a 
remarkable place when they’re the ones in it.

We each have a unique design. You may be able to learn by watching 
someone else, but your calling isn’t her calling. Don’t get caught in 
the comparison trap like the apostle Peter. In John 21, right after 
Jesus says three times to Peter, “Take care of my sheep,” Peter looks 
at John the disciple and says to Jesus, “Lord, what about him?” (v. 
21). It’s as if he ’s saying, “Yeah, I heard what your calling for me is, 
but before I decide, I’d like to hear about John, compare the callings, 
and then decide.”

Jesus replies to Peter in words that are pretty direct and a bit harsh: 
“What is that to you? You must follow me” (v. 22).

So, while I’m no help in the nursery, I’ve found things I am good 
at—things that make me feel alive, that others notice I do well. When 
I’m teaching a group of people or leading a meeting, good things 
often result, and I get the sense this is what I was made to do. 
Teaching and leading—these are my spiritual gifts and a large part of 
my calling.

Finally, remember that God’s calling for your life goes way beyond 
what you do. It’s who you are, where you belong, who and how you 
love. In our culture ’s preoccupation with success and celebrity, it’s 
easy to approach calling in a way that’s not much more than those 
two things covered by a thin veneer of spirituality. Parker Palmer 
wrote a wonderful book called Let Your Life Speak that directs us to 
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discover and live a life wherein our God-given design intersects with 
what the world needs. I think a life lived operating in the gifts God has 
given us—and mindful of meeting the needs of others—is a life that 
beautifully reflects the person of God. The world could use more 
people like that.

Nancy Ortberg is a church leadership consultant and popular speaker. 
Formerly a teaching pastor at Willow Creek Community Church, she now 
lives in California with her husband, John. The couple has three children, 
Laura, Mallory, and John. This article first appeared in the XXXX 2005 
issue of Today’s Christian Woman. 

Thought Provokers
• What kind of person did God make you to be? What do you love to do? 

What consistent patterns are noticeable in you that may be clues to your 
design and calling? 

• What things are you not good at? How can knowing this help you 
discern your calling?

• How do you believe your God-given design can intersect with what the 
world needs?
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Biblically Speaking

There is an old joke—so old, in fact, that it may be unknown to a 
newer generation and, therefore, recyclable. A young farmer, 
standing in his field, observes a peculiar cloud formation. The clouds 
form the letters G, P, and C, and he thinks they’re a call from God: 
Go preach Christ!

The farmer rushes to the deacons of his church and insists that he has 
been called to preach. Respectful of his ardor, they invite him to fill 
the pulpit.

That Sunday, the sermon is long, tedious, virtually incoherent. When 
it finally ends, the leaders sit in stunned silence. Finally, a wizened 
deacon mutters to the would-be preacher, “Seems to me the clouds 
were saying ‘Go plant corn.’”

If it really happened that way, it wouldn’t be the first time there ’s 
been confusion about what it means to be called into ministry.

The concept of a call is one of the most profound of all biblical ideas. 
The Bible is riddled with stories about calls to men and women who, 
when summoned to service, went out and marked their generation in 
a particular way. Such calls had several commonalities.
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First, in one way or another, they all originated out of the Godhead. 
God the Father called Abraham, Moses, Isaiah, and Amos (to name 
a few). Jesus called twelve men “to be with him,” and then sent 
them out to disciple the nations. The Holy Spirit called Saul and 
Barnabas and others to apostolic opportunity. No one in the Bible 
anointed himself or herself.

Second, biblical calls were quite unpredictable. Gideon, for 
example, responded to his call, “How can I save Israel? My clan is 
the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.” Why 
David? Why Jeremiah? Why Simon Peter? And, of all people, why 
Saul of Tarsus who recollects, “I was a blasphemer and a persecutor 
and a violent man?” When St. Francis was asked why God called 
him, he said, “God picks the weakest, the smallest, the meanest of 
men on the face of the earth, and he uses them.”

Third, biblical calls usually focus on mind-boggling, seemingly 
impossible objectives. Build a boat, Noah; lead a nation out of 
Egypt, Moses; face down a wicked king, Elijah; preach to the 
Gentiles, Paul. But the call was so compelling that it gave courage to 
the one called.

Finally, each biblical call was unique. No call seems like any other. 
The circumstances, the nature, the expectations of the call: all 
customized. When God wanted a word said or a people led, he 
mandated a person to make it happen in an unprecedented way.

Calls were not classified ads so that anyone could volunteer. 
Persons, sometimes strange persons, were selected while others, 
seemingly more worthy and capable, were not. There was only one 
Esther, one John the Baptizer. There was only one Moses in spite of 
what Miriam and Aaron dared to think the day they asked, “Hasn’t 
he also spoken through us?” These not-so-novel observations are 
worth repeating. For they form a foundation for authoritative 
ministry in the twenty-first century. If we have lost our faith in the 
idea that such calls continue today, then perhaps we have lost touch 
with the supernatural element that ministry desperately needs. 

Voice Recognition
Several things authenticate a call. By that I mean things that 
convince us that G-P-C really does mean “go preach Christ” and 
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not “go plant corn.” A special call generally is the result of three or 
four things.

1. Heaven does speak! The ways of speaking? Many and varied. But 
there is a moment of certainty that God has put His hand upon you 
and nudged you toward a particular people, theme, or function. Amy 
Carmichael is called to India. Luther is called to preach justification. 
Graham is called to evangelize.

Mary Slessor, who spent her life in Africa, heard Heaven speak 
through the death of her hero, David Livingstone. Before he died, he 
had written, “I direct your attention to Africa. I know that in a few 
years I shall be cut off in that country which is now open…Do not let 
it be shut again. Carry out the work I have begun. I leave it with you.”

Slessor’s biographer, James Buchan, writes, “Mary read the reports 
about her hero’s death and a ridiculous idea began to come into her 
mind and to keep returning there as often as she threw it out: she was 
to follow Livingstone to Africa … for over a year she tried to forget 
the idea. But she was not allowed to forget.”

2. Confirmation. The genuineness of a call is usually (not always but 
usually) confirmed by others who discern the unique work of the Holy 
Spirit in a particular person. 

The action of the prophets and teachers at Antioch who heard the 
Holy Spirit’s call to Saul and Barnabas is a great example. So is the 
affirming mentorship that Aquilla and Priscilla gave to Apollos.

One of the most delightful call-stories comes from the life of George 
W. Truett—among America’s greatest preachers. Young Truett was 
studying law and, occasionally, preaching for a congregation when the 
pulpit needed filling. One night in a church business meeting, an older 
man arose and, in part, said, “This church has a duty to perform, and 
we have waited late and long to get about it. I move, therefore, that 
this church call a presbytery to ordain George W. Truett to the full 
work of the gospel ministry.” This motion was made and seconded 
without consulting Truett.

Truett was thunderstruck. He rose to his feet and said, “You have me 
appalled; you simply have me appalled.”
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But one person after another stood up and said, “Brother George, 
we have a deep conviction that you ought to be preaching.” He 
begged them to hold off for six months. They said, “We won’t wait 
six hours. We are called to do this thing now … we dare not wait … 
we must follow our convictions.”

Truett recalled, “There I was, against a whole church, against a 
church profoundly moved. There was not a dry eye in the house—
one of the supreme solemn hours in the church’s life. I was thrown 
into the stream, and just had to swim.”

I would dare to say—realizing there have been extraordinary 
exceptions—that a call to ministry is not a call until a portion of the 
Body of Christ has said it is a call.

3. Giftedness. There are some romantic (and probably true) stories 
of calls where a person had no apparent capacity for the task of 
ministry at all. But those are rare. With a call comes giftedness—that 
mysterious empowerment of capacity and spirit that God visits upon 
the “called.” When such people are in alignment with their call, 
something powerful happens, and we, the observers, are all left in 
amazement.

“Go towards the poor,” St. Francis heard God say, in his heart, 
through his friends, from inescapable confrontations with lepers. 
The Pope tried to make him an administrator, a builder of buildings, 
a functionary in the hierarchy. But Francis refused, because his 
instinct was tuned to the poor. And all who had known him as the 
frivolous son of a middle class cloth dealer marveled at the 
transformation. Intuitively, he knew just what to do when he 
engaged the poor.

4. The results. Again there are exceptions, but the hard questions 
are these: Are people impacted by the person supposedly called? Are 
they drawn to Jesus? Do they grow in Christ-likeness? Are they 
motivated to greater commitment and vision? These are some of the 
questions likely to be relevant when a call is assessed.

St. Patrick had a dream. In the dream, Irish people were saying, “We 
appeal to you, holy servant boy, to come and walk among us.” For 
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Patrick it was a call, and he was obedient. He combed the Irish 
countryside bearing witness to chiefs and kings. An entire nation 
began its journey to Christian conversion. To borrow words from 
Thomas Cahill, the long-term result of Patrick’s call was national 
transformation, and the Irish monks in turn “saved civilization.”

When Eric Liddell, in Chariots of Fire, said to his sister, “When I run, I 
feel God’s pleasure,” he put his finger on a hard-to-explain dimension 
of call. When one lives obediently in the center of a call, one feels 
God’s pleasure; one knows joy.

Let us be frank: Men and women have obeyed God’s call and become 
martyrs. Others have undertaken unspeakably difficult and 
discouraging tasks and barely survived. Some have lived obscure lives 
in far off corners of the world and have finished the course never 
feeling that they accomplished anything of measurable value.

There have been others, of course, whose lives have sparkled with 
spectacular results—who in their preaching, their writing, their 
organization-building, their ability to envision and empower people 
have left their mark on church history. What did they all have in 
common? They felt God’s pleasure; they had joy. Not a very scientific 
concept; but a very real experience.

What kept these people going through the difficulties? Only the 
indelible memory of a moment when they became very sure that 
Heaven had spoken and they were under divine appointment. They 
could not run; they could not back away; they could not quit.

Most could never tell you why they heard the call. They are the first to 
admit that they are the chief of sinners (like Paul), that they are 
insufficient for the task (also Paul), and that they have occasionally 
desired, like Jonah, to run. But the call has prevailed. They understand 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s words, “When Christ calls a man, he bids him 
come and die.”

Gordon MacDonald is editor at large of Leadership and chair of World 
Relief. This article first appeared in the Fall 2003 issue of Leadership. 
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Thought Provokers
• Have you ever been confused about whether or not you were called by God to a 

particular task? When? What were your biggest questions about whether or not 
you were truly called? 

• Which of the author’s five ways to recognize a call help you to understand your 
circumstances the most? Which are more difficult to identify in your 
circumstances? Based on these criteria, would you say that you have been 
called? Why or why not? 
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Are You
Called to
Your Workplace?
Any job can be an outreach——
it’s all  in your attitude.  
by Penny Schlaf Musco
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Faith At Work

Jose Zeilstra grew up in a church that focused on sending people 
oversees to share the gospel. 

“The feeling was if you’re a true Christian, you go into full-time 
ministry; the business world wasn’t a place for real believers,” she 
says. Jose admits she rebelled against this mindset, eventually 
reaching the position of vice president at J.P. Morgan Chase. But 
it wasn’t until she read Roaring Lambs by Bob Briner, a book in 
which Briner argues that Christians should be salt and light in all 
arenas of life, that she finally realized her career was a legitimate 
calling from God. 

“The first time I spoke publicly about my faith was for Fortune 
magazine,” she says. “In the business world, it doesn’t get more 
public than that.” She connects her two worlds by attending and 
speaking at Bible studies and workplace seminars in Manhattan, 
as well as meeting regularly with a Christian mentor and a group 
of spiritually like-minded CEOs.
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Angie Tracey’s revelation came at a women’s event. “I’d seen the 
value of the National Prayer Breakfast and other prayer gatherings 
when I worked in Washington, D.C. So when I started working at the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta, I felt 
strongly that our agency could benefit from having similar meetings. I 
immediately started praying God would bring someone to lead them.” 
Then, while at a women’s conference, the Holy Spirit told Angie she 
was that leader.

“I was going to send an e-mail inviting our employees to a breakfast 
or lunch,” says Angie. “I thought maybe I’d have 10 or 15 people 
respond, 20 if I was truly blessed.” She quickly discovered that to use 
the CDC’s e-mail system for this kind of solicitation, she had to 
establish an employee association. So Angie tackled the detailed forms 
and the bureaucratic layers typical of an agency with nearly 10,000 
employees in 10 states. She prayed every step of the way, and to her 
amazement, what should have taken a year took two weeks start to 
finish. The first ever official Christian employee association in the 
federal government was born.

Within hours of approval, Angie received more than 200 e-mails and 
phone calls. Six days later, planes crashed into the World Trade 
Center. She believes God was preparing the agency to handle the extra 
stress from 9/11 and the war on terror. The first meeting attracted 225 
employees; now the CDC Christian Fellowship Group has more than 
500 members.

Jose and Angie would be the first to say they’re not doing anything 
special. They’ve realized they don’t have to separate their faith from 
their vocation; they’re missionaries right where they are.

Everything Old Is New Again
Bringing God to work is often referred to as workplace or worklife 
ministry. Os Hillman, director of the International Coalition of 
Workplace Ministries, defines it as “an intentional focus on equipping 
men and women in all spheres of work and society to understand and 
experience their work and life as a holy calling from God.” Os points 
out that Jesus spent the majority of his life as a carpenter, not as a 
preacher; 122 of Jesus’ 132 public appearances were in the 
marketplace, and 45 of the 52 parables are set in a work environment.
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Dr. Bob Reccord, former president of the North American Mission 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention and author of Made to 
Count: Discovering What to Do With Your Life, indicates that although 
the Hebrew word avodah is the root word of both work and worship, 
the Reformation effectively separated the world into two classes: 
secular and sacred. This split led to what Os sees as a “hierarchy of 
calling” within the church: “We said the most spiritual vocation is the 
pastor, then the missionary, then the full-time Christian worker, and 
then the stay-at-home mom, and way down at the bottom is the ad 
agency executive or the nurse. It’s often an unspoken hierarchy, but 
it’s there.”

But when you read the Scriptures, you never find culture referred to 
as secular and sacred. “God literally intended for everything to have a 
sacred touch,” says Bob. So while he doesn’t intend to diminish the 
importance of pastors and missionaries, he seeks to raise the church’s 
view of the calling to workplace ministries.

Preach Not
The path from vision for workplace ministry to concrete action isn’t 
always clear. As Jack Munday of the Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association emphasizes, “We’re not encouraging people to go to 
work on Monday and start preaching.” Instead, he says Christians 
must change the way we view our job, to see it not only as the place 
where we make our living, but where we consciously live out eternal 
values. That kind of perspective, he insists, can’t help but positively 
impact the people with whom we spend the majority of our time.

“We hear a lot about the church’s involvement in city transformation 
today, but we’ve not seen one city transformed in America,” says Os 
Hillman. “The reason is that we haven’t equipped, empowered, and 
affirmed those in the marketplace who have the ability and authority 
to make changes in the cities and in our culture.” If there ’s going to 
be real revival in the nation, he believes it will come through 
Christians purposefully bringing their faith into this “9-to-5 
window.”

Linda Rios Brooks couldn’t agree more. She ’s the author of Frontline 
Christians in a Bottom Line World and president of the Lakeland 
Leadership League, which, among other things, ministers to the 
Colorado Springs community by providing affordable housing. “The 
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kingdom is going to advance through commerce, science, the arts, and 
education,” she says. “If all we ever tell people is that to be really holy 
you’ve got to have a job in the church, we’re going to continue to 
forfeit our influence in those areas.”

Angie knows how tough it can be to balance working for her earthly 
bosses and for the heavenly Boss. After a few employees took issue 
with her Christian fellowship group, the CDC reexamined the 
separation of church and state issues involved. “That’s when I had to 
become quite an expert on the matter,” she laughs. Her favorite tool is 
a set of guidelines released by the Clinton administration on 
respecting religious practices within the federal workplace. “It’s 
amazing how much we employees can do and how little we Christians 
know about it,” she says.

“Most groups are well aware that you can’t force your religion on 
another employee,” Angie adds. “As Christians, we wouldn’t want to 
do that.” Case in point: At the CDC, an atheist employee sent her a 
“venomous” e-mail blasting the Christian fellowship group. After 
much prayer, Angie replied graciously, addressing the legal concerns, 
and the woman backed off. 

About a month later, the woman sent her another e-mail: “‘I thought 
you might want to know I was visiting one of our facilities and the 
Christian Fellowship Group there was having their Christmas party. I 
went for the first time, sang Christmas carols, and thought of you.’”

Like any good businesswoman, Angie keeps her eye on the bottom 
line: “I believe God equips us with certain skills to do the kind of job 
he has for us to do for society. But I also believe that as Christians 
we’re ambassadors for the kingdom of God, and that’s our job too.”

For More Information

International Coalition of Workplace Ministries
www.icwm.net • (678) 455-6262

His Church at Work
www.hischurchatwork.org • (404) 935-5757

www.icwm.net
www.hischurchatwork.org


©2008 Christianity Today International  Visit www.GiftedForLeadership.com

Fe
at

ur
es

Find Your Calling
Are You Called to Your Workplace?
24

WorkPlace Influence
www.workplaceinfluence.org • (719) 548-1123

InterVarsity’s Ministry in Daily Life
www.ivmdl.org • (608) 274-4823

Guidelines on Religious Exercise and Religious Expression in 
the Federal Workplace
http://clinton2.nara.gov/WH/New/html/19970819-3275.
html

Penny Schlaf Musco lives and works in New Jersey. This article first 
appeared as “Ministry @ Work” in the July/August 2007 issue of 
Today’s Christian Woman.

Thought Provokers
• What’s your view of “workplace ministry”? Do you believe that, as a 

Christian, you are called to be a minister at your workplace? How can 
you do that?

• Jack Munday said that as Christians, we must change the way we view 
our jobs, to see them not only as the place where we make our living, 
but where we consciously live out eternal values. How can we 
practically do this? What kind of impact would that have on people 
you work with? 

www.workplaceinfluence.org
www.ivmdl.org
http://clinton2.nara.gov/WH/New/html/19970819-3275.html 
http://clinton2.nara.gov/WH/New/html/19970819-3275.html 
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Becoming a 
Purpose-
Filled Woman
Saddleback minister Katie Brazelton helps you 
understand your place in this world.
by Jane Johnson Struck
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Inspiring Lives

Almost two decades ago, Katie Brazelton found herself divorced and 
suddenly devoid of the roles she’d used to define her life. This agonizing 
transition—and the purposelessness that ensued—left her in an emotional 
free fall, wondering if “the only logical life purpose [she] had left was 
shopping” for clothes to compensate for a depression-triggered weight loss.

Slowly and painfully, Katie began to recover a sense of purposeful living 
after a life-changing encounter with Mother Teresa during a trip to Calcutta. 
As a result of her long journey of spiritual growth and discovery, outlined in 
Pathway to Purpose (Zondervan), Katie realized her call to mentor other 
searching women. 

A licensed minister at Rick Warren’s Saddleback Church in California and 
author of the Pathway to Purpose series, Katie has helped thousands discover 
their church ministry and life purpose, and she’s now training others to do the 
same. So if you’re wondering about your place in this world, here’s what 
Katie has to say to you.

Why are you so passionate about women living lives of purpose?

Because for years after my divorce, I didn’t. The angst of 
purposelessness almost tore me apart. But one of the most important 
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components of my healing was learning that “finding purpose” is a 
universal heart cry. I wasn’t alone in yearning for a life that had 
significance!

If God has a purpose for us, why do we often feel as though we’re 
simply going through the motions of living?

That’s because when we’re in “robot mode,” we let busyness, noise, 
fear, or impure motives drive out that purpose. We guilt ourselves into 
staying busy with the day-to-day grind instead of experiencing the 
reward of fulfilling the reason God put us on earth!

I know I used to be more concerned with religious to-do lists and 
endless faith-driven obligations than with unearthing the buried 
passion God instilled in me. There was a time when I’d routinely ask 
myself, Am I happy? I was so unhappy, I couldn’t even get the 
question out before I started sobbing.

We women need to discover our purpose in life for two reasons. First, 
fulfilling our purpose gives glory to God. Second, it releases us from 
the captivity of hopelessness and despair.

How do you define “purpose”?

For Christians, purpose is being and doing what God intends us to be 
and do: doing today what God asks us to do in our family, church, and 
community; being more like Christ; and then doing the distinct, bold 
work God designed us to do before we die.

Scripture reveals the “pathway” to follow. It’s spelled out in the Great 
Commandment (Matthew 22:36-39) and the Great Commission 
(Matthew 28:19-20). In The Purpose-Driven Life, my friend Rick 
Warren says that these verses tell us we’re ultimately made for 
fellowship, discipleship, ministry, evangelism, and worship.

But to discover our more unique life mission, we should pray 
specifically for God to reveal it; we should meditate on pertinent 
Scriptures, such as Psalm 37:4, Amos 4:13, Matthew 14:27, and John 
17:1; and we should clear away some of the mental and emotional 
clouds that block us from his revelation.
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What do you mean?

The Bible says, “Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what 
is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has 
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14).

After my divorce, I lived in maniac mode; I’m amazed now I actually 
thought I could find God’s purpose in the midst of my frantic life. I 
numbed my pain with overspending, travel, and work. It didn’t occur 
to me numbing my pain became my purpose.

I had no idea how much my past influenced my everyday life. I needed 
to put my anger, regret, bitterness, and pain behind me before I could 
focus on the race God set before me. It took me years to hear God’s 
voice over the noise and confusion in which I lived. As an immature 
Christian and an introvert, I didn’t realize I needed more mature 
Christians who could help shed light on what God was saying to me 
about his will for my life.

So you’re saying we can’t be a lone ranger in this discovery process?

That’s right. A woman trying to find her life purpose is like a novice 
trying to run a marathon. 
Both need a partner who can prepare them for the challenges and risks 
that lie ahead. Many women fail to fulfill their significant life purposes 
because they have no Christian mentor or adviser to help them reach 
the next mile marker. Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 says, “Two are better than 
one, because they have a good return for their work: If one falls down, 
his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one 
to help him up!”

God designed our purpose in life to happen in community—whether 
it’s in person, online, through a telephone relationship, letter writing, 
or as an intercessory prayer warrior. Giving and receiving love is part 
of God’s design, and nothing substitutes for interpersonal 
communication.

But community takes time—and we’re all so busy!

Yes, but God’s creative in bringing spiritual friendships into our lives. 
Christian community can happen anywhere: at a church Bible-study 
group, babysitting co-op, corporate lunch-time prayer group, gym, 
ministry setting, sports event, or hobby show.
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One fun way I’ve developed community is to belong to a 
“Dreamer’s Lunch Bunch”; we meet once a month at a salad bar 
for the sole purpose of holding each other accountable to God’s 
call on our lives.

Being in community means I’m authentic in a group I trust. 
Because of the dangers of a “lone ranger” lifestyle, I rely on others 
to walk alongside me.

Is there a difference between having a purpose and having a 
passion?

Our purpose is being a woman of God and doing what he asks. Our 
passions are meant to be godly purpose-indicators. They are the 
things that make our heart sing; they help us identify and complete 
our purpose. For example, my passions include jigsaw puzzles, 
travel, and Sherlock Holmes mysteries. God’s purpose for me is to 
help women figure out his call on their lives.

How can we become content with God’s purpose for us, especially if 
it seems less visible or exciting than we’d envisioned or hoped?

The Bible warns us not to despise the day of the small things (from 
Zechariah 4:10). It says we need to look forward to when our 
Master says to us, “Well done, good and faithful servant! You have 
been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many 
things. Come and share your master’s happiness!” (Matthew 25:21).

The best shortcut I’ve found to guard against jealousy over 
someone else ’s ministry is to invite God to reveal his vision for 
your life and to believe with all your heart he ’ll do so. If you find 
yourself envying others, confess it to them or at least to God; pray 
for them; and support them in their endeavors.

What’s the bottom line on living purposefully?

In Acts 20:24, the apostle Paul says, “I don’t care about my own 
life. The most important thing is that I complete my mission, the 
work that the Lord Jesus gave me—to tell people the Good News 
about God’s grace” (NCV). And 1 John 2:17 says, “The world and 
its desires pass away, but the [wo]man who does the will of God 
lives forever.” God wants us to heed the apostle Paul’s counsel: 
“Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit” 
(Galatians 5:25). God wants us to be guided by the Holy Spirit.
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I love the way God takes any willing Christian—no matter how broken 
or scarred her past—and weaves every thread of her life into his 
kingdom-building plan! He doesn’t shy away from our hurts and 
failures but specializes in hope, second chances, and resurrections.

I never imagined my tough experiences would give me the substance I 
now need to minister to others. I had no idea God was preparing me to 
offer the same hope to other women he provided me every day. Our 
ordinary routines and daily roles—no matter what they are—can 
provide incredible opportunities to help others become more like Christ.

In the end, purposeful living is about hope. If you can hang onto the 
hope that God does have a plan for your life, as the Bible promises in 
Jeremiah 29:11, you’ll make it through the tough days of the unknown 
and later, the tough days of fulfilling the bold purposes God assigns you.

Katie Brazelton, Ph.D., is a licensed minister at Saddleback Church in 
California, the best-selling author of the Pathway to Purpose™ series for 
women, and founder of Pathway to Purpose Ministry, which trains Christian 
women as Life Purpose Coaches™. She can be reached at 
support@pathwaytopurposeministry.com. This article first appeared 
in the January/February 2006 issue of Today’s Christian Woman. 

Thought Provokers
• How does fulfilling your purpose give glory to God? How does fulfilling 

your purpose “release you from the captivity of hopelessness and 
despair”?

• What are some of your passions? How do these indicate your specific 
purpose in life? 

• Katie says, “Many women fail to fulfill their significant life purposes 
because they have no Christian mentor or adviser to help them reach the 
next mile marker.” Is this true of you? How might you begin seeking out 
a Christian mentor?

support@pathwaytopurposeministry.com
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Treasure
W h a t  s e c r e t  g i f t s  a n d  d r e a m s  h a s                     
G o d  t u c k e d  i n  y o u r  h e a r t ?
by Liz Curtis Higgs
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On A Personal Note

Did you have a secret wish as a child, something you longed to 
do “someday” when you grew up? Me, too. I wanted to write a 
novel.

When you make such a bold confession at age 10, people hide their 
smiles. “Is that so? Good luck, honey,” they comment. (For the 
record, they say the same thing when you’re 20, 30, 40, or 50.) At 
10, I only heard the “good luck” part.

I bought a ruled notebook with a fake marble cover and began my 
first novel, The Mountain Cabin Mystery. Hand-written with a 
Ticonderoga pencil, it was page after page of perfectly awful 
prose, such as …

“Eighteen-year-old Betsy Lane was a girl of action and 
excitement.” (Oh, dear. Pray for Betsy.)
“She found a thin manilla (hmmm … like vanilla?) envelope in the 
secret passageway, hidden in a dark corner.” (Never guess I was 
writing a mystery, huh?)
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Three months later, I proudly displayed the finished product on my 
bookshelf, bought a second notebook, and started The Secret of 
Lakeview Manor, followed by The Ghost of Pine Lane, The Mystery at 
Snow Castle, A Clue by Candlelight … you get the idea. Nancy Drew: 
Take Two, with deepest apologies to Carolyn Keene.

Ten juvenile mysteries poured from my pencil before I went off to 
college, storing my fiction hopes in a cardboard box in my parents’ 
attic. Those notebooks quietly gathered dust while I pursued a 
broadcasting career, then marriage, motherhood, and public speaking, 
my dream of writing a novel all but forgotten.

But God didn’t forget, not for one patient minute.

He nudged me year after year—just as he may be tugging at your 
heart right now—whispering, “What are you waiting for, child? Open 
it. Open your gift.” Since “every good and perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights” (James 1:17), 
then you can be sure whatever gifts were tucked in your young heart 
came from the hand of God.

Often we display our gifts proudly as children, then hide them in 
adulthood, hoping no one will ask us, “Do you draw? Can you play 
the piano? Do you know how to sew?”

“Not really,” we murmur, fearing risk, dreading failure, convinced 
those things we loved to do as kids were nothing but child’s play, when 
in truth they were a gift from God, placed in our small hands with big 
expectations.

Last summer, my husband came strolling into my office, a grin 
stretched across his face. “Your brother called. Says he found 
something of yours in the attic.”

When the crate from Pennsylvania arrived, I paged through The 
Mountain Cabin Mystery, teary-eyed and overwhelmed. I’d forgotten 
the story, but I remembered well the girl who wrote it—curled up on 
her bedroom chair, pouring her heart out on those lined pages, 
dreaming of the day she might write a real novel.
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The Lord knew, long before I knew him, that I would become a 
storyteller someday. Just as I’d hidden that box in the attic for 
safekeeping, God had stored that dream deep inside a corner of my 
heart and waited for me to find it again.

“Someday” took a long while. From my first pretend novel to my first 
published one took—gulp!—35 years. By our measure, a lifetime. By 
God’s reckoning, right on time.

My kids looked over my shoulder, wide-eyed, as I paged through my 
notebooks. “Wow, Mom. If you were an author when you were ten, 
why’d you wait so long to start writing stories again?”
You and I know the truth: The question isn’t “Why did I wait so 
long?” The question is, “Why wait another minute?”

Open your gift, beloved. It’s never too late for a child’s dream to see 
the light of day.

Liz Curtis Higgs is author of 26 books and six novels. This article first 
appeared in the November/December 2002 issue of Today’s Christian 
Woman.  

Thought Provokers
• What dreams has God tucked away in your heart? Why do you believe 

he placed those there?

• If you’re not presently pursuing something that you believe is from 
God, why are you waiting? Should these reasons be stopping you from 
your dreams?
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Go Ahead—
Dream
You’ll be surprised at what God will  do!
by Stacey Padrick
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Leadership Tools

When I was a child, I owned a plaque that pictured a kitten 
on a rock gazing up at a golden butterfly. Its caption read, “Set 
aside some dreaming time.” While I loved the photo, I always 
thought of a dreamer as someone with her head in the clouds—
forgetting the real world around her. So when I entered 
college, I stuck to what could be measured and graphed, often 
putting myself—and God—in a box.

But several years ago, I was diagnosed with systemic lupus, 
which turned my “real world” upside down. Physically 
weakened and highly susceptible to viruses, I had to withdraw 
from activities, and some of my deepest desires no longer 
seemed possible. 

As my hopes for the future evaporated, I had to start trusting 
God with my aspirations. And as I began to trust, to my 
surprise, I sensed God beckoning me to start dreaming about 
doing things seemingly unrelated to my education and training, 
dreams that may seem insignificant in others’ eyes. But these 
dreams—learning to swing dance, writing a book, leading a 
missions trip to Asia, and more—make my heart sing. I’ve 
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allowed God to take me from my comfort zone and do 
“immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his 
power that is at work within us” (Ephesians 3:20).

Do you limit yourself to what’s possible? Practical? Acceptable? 
Do you find it difficult to allow yourself to dream? The following 
ideas will help you begin to listen to your heart’s desires.

Preface your planning with prayer. Ask God to grant you 
wisdom and inspiration, to open your eyes to a greater vision of 
your life and him. God encourages us to pursue our dreams while 
we rejoice in him. “Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give 
you the desires of your heart” (Psalm 37:4). Pray God would reveal 
the dreams he ’s written on your heart.

Set aside some time. Find time to be alone in a quiet place—
maybe a scenic spot you enjoy. Often nature can help us “think 
big” as we see the grandeur of God’s creation. Even a quiet corner 
in a local library or cafe can provide an atmosphere for reflection. 
Bring a journal, pencil, and perhaps a book to stimulate your 
thinking. One book that helped me was The Path: Creating Your 
Mission Statement for Work and for Life, by Laurie Beth Jones 
(Hyper-ion). Another that may help you is Follow Your Heart by 
Judy Peterson (Cook Communications).

Let your pencil go! During a job search, I took out my pencil and 
began to list my dreams—even the wild and crazy ones: learning 
Chinese, hang gliding, becoming a missionary journalist. 
Exhilaration and excitement surged through me when I allowed 
myself to dream with abandon.

Let your mind and pencil go! Color outside the lines. Ask 
yourself: If money, time, or background had no bearing, what would I 
dream? What activities give me a sense of being fully alive? What gifts 
do I enjoy using? What things do I do to bless my friends? What makes 
me feel as though I were made for this? All these can be clues to help 
you detect and shape your dreams.

Silence the skeptic. As you pursue your dreams, be aware of 
skeptical, discouraging thoughts. For example, when I began 
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writing, my inner critic immediately accused, Me? Write? I can’t 
write! Besides, I don’t have anything of value to say. By identifying 
your reservations, you’ll be better able to discern whether dreams 
are from God, yourself, or Satan, who will try to deter you from 
God’s plan.

Don’t define your limits! Let God decide what you can and can’t 
do. I’ve argued with God many times about my capabilities. I can 
attest that arguing only wastes time and obstructs blessings. God 
loves to work through weaknesses and apparent impossibilities. 
Truly, “with God all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26). Dream 
big about things that won’t happen by your own strength and 
ingenuity, but only by the power and grace of God. We can never 
out-dream him!

Stand guard against dream-killers. Dream-killers lurk around 
every corner, ready to pounce 
just when you find the courage to begin pursuing your dreams. 
They take many forms, such as concern about others’ opinions. 
Perhaps words spoken to you when you were young. Other 
dream-killers can be imagined or real limitations (lack of time, 
ability, or training). We all deal with some form of limitations, but 
they can’t limit what God can do as we step out in faith.

Try bite-sized beginnings. If you find “dreaming big” difficult, 
start cultivating smaller dreams. My friend wanted to run a 
marathon before she turned 30, and she did it—but she started by 
running 2 miles a day. If you’re afraid to pursue a dream, start 
with the first step, no matter how small. When Moses crossed the 
Red Sea, he first had to step into the water before it would part. 
Similarly, as we step out in faith, paths we never knew existed will 
open before us.

Be on the lookout. Look for ways God might be offering 
direction and guidance as you pursue dreams. A local church or 
community college may offer a class or workshop that provides 
in-sight or resources related to your dream. Also, talk with others 
involved in your area of interest. You’ll be amazed how God 
makes connections and honors the risks you take.
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So go ahead—dream! Whether your personality is practical or 
imaginative, your limitations real or self-imposed, your dreams 
grandiose or simple, set aside some dreaming time. Whether you learn 
to swing dance as I did, or aspire to do something life-changing, such 
as launching a new ministry, allow God to expand your horizon and 
use you to fulfill his purpose in your life.

Stacey Padrick, a freelance writer from the San Francisco bay area, is the 
author of the recently released book, Livi
ng with Mystery: Finding God in the Midst of Unanswered Questions 
(Bethany House). This article first appeared in the September/October 
2001 issue of Today’s Christian Woman.  
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The Crime of Living Cautiously: Hearing God’s Call to 
Adventure, by Luci Shaw (Inter-varsity Press, 2005). Unexpectedly, the 
moment of opportunity comes to us—the prospect of entering a reality 
larger than we’d guess. What do you do when faced with such a moment? 
Do you struggle over whether a risk is just a reckless attempt to feed your 
own needs or a true calling from God? Luci Shaw has learned to act with 
discernment in regard to motivation and calling. She has discovered a path 
of deep joy and fulfillment by risking the unknown in partnership with God. 
In this book you will find the way to break through the fear barrier and 
follow God to new levels.

Finding Contentment, a downloadable resource from the 
TodaysChristianWomanStore.com. Contentment is often robbed by 
unmet expectations, dashed dreams or unfulfilled hopes. Yet, contentment is 
our choice. Do we focus on our circumstances or on God? In this guide 
you’ll find helpful articles that offer advice and insight on how to find true 
joy and contentment, no matter what your circumstances.

Finding Your Purpose in Life, downloadable resource from the 
TodaysChristianWomanStore.com. Are you searching for your place 
in this world? Are you wondering how you can hear what God has to say to 
you? Is your self-image hindering your ability to be satisfied? Many women, 
in a variety of circumstances, struggle with finding their purpose. If you’re in 
that slightly adrift, “where do I belong” stage of life, this guide will help you 
come up with a clearer sense of where God wants you to be—and the gifts 
he ’s given you to accomplish that.

http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=943264&netp_id=264962&p=1134425
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=943264&netp_id=264962&p=1134425
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=943264&netp_id=264962&p=1134425
TodaysChristianWomanStore.com
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=943264&netp_id=264962&p=1134425
TodaysChristianWomanStore.com
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God Calling, by A.J. Russell (Barbour Publishing, 1996). Be comforted 
and encouraged by the words of Jesus each and every day in this 
extraordinary daily devotional. In God Calling, A.J. Russell presents the 
wisdom of Christianity through the voices of “Two Listeners,” that these 
would show more clearly what Jesus Christ may become to those who seek 
to know Him, and live with Him. For each and every day, here are the 
time-tested words of counsel, comfort, encouragement and wisdom that 
have inspired countless thousands throughout the years.

The Life You’ve Always Wanted, by John Ortberg (Zondervan, 2002). 
The heart of Christianity is transformation—a relationship with God that 
impacts not just our “spiritual lives,” but every aspect of living. John 
Ortberg calls you back to the dynamic heartbeat of Christianity—God’s 
power to bring change and growth—and reveals both the how and why of 
transformation. Paved with humor and sparkling anecdotes, The Life 
You’ve Always Wanted is an encouraging and challenging approach to a 
Christian life that’s worth living—a life on the edge that fills an ordinary 
world with new meaning, hope, change, and joy.

A Mother and a Leader, in this downloadable resource from 
GiftedforLeadership.com, you’ll learn what it’s like to be both a 
mother and a leader, as told through the powerful stories of women who 
have followed this significant call on their lives.

The Mystery of God’s Will, by Charles Swindoll (Thomas Nelson, 
1999). Many people have the idea that if they could just somehow find that 
single planned direction, they would be effortlessly swept through life. But 
life isn’t like that. Probably the most misunderstood factor of discovering 
God’s will is the thought, “If I do this, the struggles will end, the questions 
are over, the answers come, and I live happily ever after.” But that’s not 
reality. Overflowing with practical insights, humor, and unforgettable 
stories, The Mystery of God’s Will will de-mystify, clarify, and put your 
mind at ease concerning God’s will.

Reaching the World, a downloadable resource from the 
TodaysChristianWomanStore.com. Reaching the lost on the global 
level is an opportunity most Christians dream about, but for the majority it 
is a desire that remains unfulfilled. If you have the desire to be used 
globally, but don’t think that you have the time or what it takes then 

http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=943264&netp_id=264962&p=1134425
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=943264&netp_id=264962&p=1134425
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=943264&netp_id=264962&p=1134425
GiftedforLeadership.com
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=943264&netp_id=264962&p=1134425
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=943264&netp_id=264962&p=1134425
TodaysChristianWomanStore.com
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download this informative Life Guide. In it you will find practical ways to get 
involved through prayer, giving or serving. We’ve even included contact 
information and Web addresses so that you can learn more. It is never too late to 
be apart of something bigger than yourself.

Trusting God When You Don’t Understand, a downloadable resource 
from the TodaysChristianWomanStore.com. If you have been sitting in 
what the Bible calls “the desert” for weeks, months or even years don’t lose heart. 
Download this guide today and let these articles and stories encourage you. This 
resource provides practical ways for you to stay strong by keeping your focus on 
God and not on your circumstances.

http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=943264&netp_id=264962&p=1134425
TodaysChristianWomanStore.com
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