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Dear Friends,

Scripture suggests we are meant to live in wild awe and amazement of 
Jesus Christ. From the announcement of Christ’s arrival, His miracle-
studded birth, and throughout His powerful life, ministry, death, and 
resurrection, we find those who encounter Christ taken back with a deep 
sense of wonder. 

The Greek word thaumazo is used over 40 times in the New Testament. 
Translated as “to wonder, marvel, admire, flatter, astonish, amaze,” 
thaumazo is the most common of all the Greek words to translate 
“amaze.” Existemi is used 17 times; ekplesso is used 13 times; ekstasis is 
used seven times; and thambeo is used four times. Throughout the 
Gospels, these five words almost always describe the attitudes of those 
who listened to Jesus or witnessed His miracles.  

Whether you’ve never had any sense of amazement regarding who 
Jesus is, or maybe you’ve misplaced your sense of awe somewhere along 
the way, or even just want a greater sense of marvel in your life, I’d like to 
challenge you to prayerfully consider and reflect on the following 
passages. 

• Print out this document. 
• As you read, circle or star any verses that seem to pop off the 

page. Place a question mark next to those that beckon you dive 
deeper into God’s Word. 

• Return to the question marked verses and dive deeper into the 
passages they come from to better understand the surrounding 
story. 

• Reword these passages as a launching pad for your prayers and 
conversation with God. 

• Ask God to open your eyes to Him and His handiwork even more. 
• Ask God to take reveal more of His truth and character and   

presence in your life. 
• Prepare to be astonished by the work He is doing in and all 

around you. 

May these passages anchor you in the truth that as followers of Jesus 
Christ we’re meant to live wonderstruck by our marvelous, awesome God. 
And in response, may you worship God and choose to follow Him ever 
more closely. 

Blessings, 
Margaret

“As soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were 
overwhelmed with wonder and ran to greet him.”

—Mark 9:15
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Amazed at the Teaching of Christ

When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds 

were amazed at his teaching. —Matthew 7:28

Coming to his hometown, he began teaching the people in their 

synagogue, and they were amazed. “Where did this man get this 

wisdom and these miraculous powers?” they asked. —Matthew 13:54

The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as 

one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law. —Mark 1:22

Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his 

answers. —Luke 2:47

All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that 

came from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked. —Luke 4:22

The Jews there were amazed and asked, “How did this man get such 

learning without having been taught?” —John 7:15

The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is 

this? A new teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders to impure 

spirits and they obey him.” —Mark 1:27
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When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue, and many 

who heard him were amazed. “Where did this man get these things?” 

they asked. “What’s this wisdom that has been given him? What are these 

remarkable miracles he is performing? —Mark 6:2

The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began 

looking for a way to kill him, for they feared him, because the whole crowd 

was amazed at his teaching. —Mark 11:18

Then Jesus said to them, “Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to 

God what is God’s.” And they were amazed at him. —Mark 12:17

Amazed at the Power of Christ

Then he climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died down. They 

were completely amazed. —Mark 6:51

When the disciples saw this, they were amazed. “How did the fig tree 

wither so quickly?” they asked. —Matthew 21:20

All the people were amazed and said to each other, “What words these 

are! With authority and power he gives orders to impure spirits and they 

come out!” —Luke 4:36

When the crowd saw this, they were filled with awe; and they 

praised God, who had given such authority to man. —Matthew 9:8
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And when the demon was driven out, the man who had been mute spoke. 

The crowd was amazed and said, “Nothing like this has ever been 

seen in Israel.” —Matthew 9:33

The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even 

the winds and the waves obey him!” —Matthew 8:27

The people were amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the crip-

pled made well, the lame walking, and the blind seeing. And they praised 

the God of Israel. —Matthew 15:31

People were overwhelmed with amazement. “He has done 

everything well,” they said. “He even makes the deaf hear and the mute 

speak.” —Mark 7:37

He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This 

amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen 

anything like this!” —Mark 2:12

Everyone was amazed and gave praise to God. They were filled with 

awe and said, “We have seen remarkable things today.” —Luke 5:26

When the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful 
things he did and the children shouting in the temple courts, “Hosanna to 

the Son of David,” they were indignant. —Matthew 21:15
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Amazed at the Testimony of Christ

And all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 

—Luke 2:18

All the neighbors were filled with awe, and throughout the hill 

country of Judea people were talking about all these things. —Luke 1:65

They were all filled with awe and praised God. “A great prophet 

has appeared among us,” they said. “God has come to help his 

people.” —Luke 7:16

So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus 

had done for him. And all the people were amazed. —Mark 5:20

When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were 

delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing. —Luke 13:17

But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge—to the 

great amazement of the governor. —Matthew 27:14

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s spe-

cial possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you 

out of darkness into his wonderful light. —1 Peter 2:9
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“Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and 

true are your ways, King of the nations. —Revelation 15:3

And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, 

he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” —Luke 24:41

For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will 

show him even greater works than these, so that you will be 

amazed. —John 5:20

“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be 
shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably 

with reverence and awe.” 

—Hebrews 12:28
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