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how to Use this resource
In this Snap resource, you’ll find a way for your group of women to grow closer to 
each other and Jesus as they make a fun craft to keep or give away. each session 
starts with a discussion and short devotion designed to be comfortable for women 
of all ages and levels of spiritual maturity. then there’s a fun craft for women at all 
levels of crafting ability—no one will have to feel “craftiness challenged” with these 
projects! finally, there’s a quick closing to pull it all together. we’ve also included 
“add pizzazz” ideas to take your experience to the next level. 

Getting ready
•  read through this entire download. If you’re 

the person who will be presenting the devotion, 
you may want to read the devotion portion 
several times so you can present it without 
reading directly from the page. 

•  If you aren’t comfortable leading crafts, team 
up with another woman or two who is! ask 
those women to help shop for supplies, make 
a sample craft, and assist others during the 
craft time. this is a great way to involve 
women who may not want to lead but who 
love shopping for bargains and sharing their 
crafting skills. 

•  Spend a little time with your crafting team to 
talk about where reusable craft supplies will 
be stored and who is in charge of making 
sure things like dried-out markers are thrown 
away and replaced with fresh supplies. 

•  pray that god will use the time you spend 
together to deepen friendships and help 
women draw closer to Jesus.

•  Have fun!

Gifts from the 
Gardener 
flowerpot
at the end of a long winter, some women love 
to put on gardening gloves and dig in the soil. 
what better way to encourage those women 
than to give them a beautiful, handmade gift 
they can use? this is an easy craft women can 
make together to give as gifts, use as a door 
prize, use for a fundraiser, or to decorate their 
homes. the devotion, based on Isaiah 58:11, 
reminds women that god cares for them like a 
“well-watered garden.”  

•  estimated Cost: $3-5 per woman

•  estimated time: 40 minutes
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supplies 
supplies per woman:

��  one 11x17 inch sheet of white paper 
(smaller paper will work, but this size 
provides more imagination space!)

��  4-inch terra cotta flowerpot 

��  pair of solid color garden gloves 

��  small garden tool, such as a trowel, with 
wooden handle 

��  flower seed packet 

��  two 9-inch lengths of  -inch wooden 
dowel (one is a part of the gift, the 
second is to help position the gloves on 
the foam. the second use could also be 
done with a dull table knife).  

��  2-foot lengths of raffia 

��  2x3 inch piece of floral foam 

��  photocopies of the gifts from the 
gardener flowerpot handout included in 
this download

��  2 copies of the Bible verse (at the end of 
this download)

supplies per table:

�� fine-point markers 

��  bottled acrylic craft paint in dark yellow, 
light green, and purple (or choose your 
own assortment of colors)

��  disposable plastic plates to spread the 
paint on

�� paint brushes

�� waxed paper to cover the drying area

�� glue

Prep 
• Make a gift from the gardener flowerpot to 

show as an example. 

• Set up tables and chairs. 

• on each table, place enough supplies for every 
woman to make one pot (or more if you have 
enough time and supplies).    

Devotion
after welcoming women and taking care of 
announcements, give each woman an 11x17 
sheet of paper and this assignment: Using the 
markers on your table, create a quick blueprint 
for your ideal garden. Assume money, time, 
work, gardening talent, and weather are not 
issues. think of the beautiful gardens pictured 
in magazines or famous gardens you’ve visited. 
You can imagine this garden to be at your 
current home—or anywhere else on the planet. 

•  To speed up drying time, have a couple 
hair dryers on hand. 

•  Paint markers are quick drying and 
easy to control and use. Consider 
having both paint with paint brushes 
and paint markers on hand. 

It’s a Snap!
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Don’t feel like you need to draw pretty flowers; 
written words to mark where different plants 
or features should be is fine. What would be 
in your garden besides plants? A walkway? 
seating? A pond? Let your imagination go…
for exactly 5 minutes! 

after 5 minutes, ask women to break into groups 
of two or three; then say: share your garden 
blueprints with one another. share what’s in 
your garden and why.

after 5 minutes, gather attention and say: What 
beautiful gardens live in your minds! here’s 
a question to discuss at your tables. how is 
your life like or unlike a garden? 

after 3 minutes, call attention back to you, and 
ask women to quickly share a few comparisons 
from each table. 

after each table has shared, say: those are 
some great illustrations of how our lives are 
like gardens. And, really, your life is an even 
more beautiful garden than those garden 
blueprints you just created. As some of you 
may have said, isn’t it true that God is the 
Gardener of our lives? on your tables, you’ll 
find a lovely Bible verse from isaiah 58:11. 
Invite another woman to read the verse or have 
all the women read it together.

“the lord will guide you continually, giving you 
water when you are dry and restoring your 
strength. You will be like a well-watered garden, 
like an ever-flowing spring.” —Isaiah 58:11

Just as you created a blueprint for your 
beautiful garden, God has created you with 
a wonderful plan for your life. he pours life-
giving water into us, takes care of the weeds, 
and makes sure we grow. today we’re going 
to make a gardening gift that you can share 
with a friend who might need encouragement. 
maybe you have a friend who is focusing 
only on the weeds in her “garden”; this gift 
will remind her that she is loved by you—and 
by God. 

Have women begin making the craft at their 
tables. once women are finished, gather the 
group’s attention. end your time together with this 
prayer: Lord, thank you for being the ultimate 
Gardener. We know that every amazing and 
beautiful element of creation exists because 
of you and your gifts of water, sunshine, and 
life. And we thank you for being the master 
Gardener over the gardens of our lives. for 
tending to us and making us beautiful. help 
us to encourage others so that they also see 
the beauty you have given them in the garden 
of their life. in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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•  If you can, buy or make “seed paper” 
(paper that’s imbedded with seeds), 
and print Isaiah 68:11 onto each paper. 
Make enough to have one for each 
woman. Give out the seed paper with 
the instructions to plant this verse in 
their gardens to see what grows!

Add Pizzazz!

•  Provide old gardening magazines for 
women to flip through while imagining 
their ideal gardens. Let women cut 
photos out of the magazine to add to 
their blueprints.

•  Jesus uses gardening, harvesting, 
and growing in many of his parables 
(the Sower, vine/branches, mustard 
seed, harvest, etc). Develop a list 
of such passages to use as a Bible 
study for the women in your group. 
Relate the gardening parables to life 
application themes such as hope, 
transformation, trust, nourishment, 
patience, disappointment, bearing 
fruit, and joy.

This resource is part of the SNAP series, which 
provides women’s ministry downloads at your 
fingertips. For more women’s ministry resources, go 
to group.com/women.

978-0-7644-9184-9

Copyright © 2008, 2014 Group Publishing, Inc. 
Permission to photocopy granted for local church use only.



1. Paint your pot. 
(You can follow these guidelines to match 
the sample—or do your own thing!). Using 
the handle end of the paintbrush (or a paint 
marker) and the dark yellow paint, make dots 
on the lip of the pot by dipping the handle tip 
into the paint and touching it to the pot. Make 
these about ½ inch apart. let dots dry.

with the purple paint, make six dots around 
every other yellow dot to make the petals of 
a flower. Set aside the pot to dry. 

2. Paint the garden gloves. 
Use the purple paint to make dots on the top of 
each one of the fingers of the gloves. let dry.

3. Paint the garden tool handle. 
paint the handle of the garden tool with purple 
paint. Set aside and let dry.
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4. Add the seed packet. 
while the pot, gloves, and garden tool are 
drying, paint the 9-inch dowel light green. Set 
aside and let dry. when dry, tape the dowel 
to the back of the flower seed packet. tie a 
raffia bow around the dowel right under the 
flower packet. 

5. Put it together! 
push the florist foam into the bottom of the pot. 
take the right-hand glove, turn up the wristband, 
and stick into the foam at the back of the pot. 
Use the dowel to help push the glove into the 
foam. take the left-hand glove and place in 
the front portion of the foam, making sure to 
leave about 1 ½ inches of foam showing in 
the front. Insert the seed packet on the dowel 
in between the gloves, tilting slightly to the left. 
add the garden tool in front of the left-hand 
glove, tilting it slightly to the right. write a note 
of encouragement on the back of a Bible verse 
card and tuck the verse into the pot.

6. finish with raffia.  
wrap raffia around the pot and tie into a bow. 
Use a small amount of glue to hold the raffia 
onto the rim of the pot. add extra loops of 
raffia in front of the glove, next to the garden 
tool, by tying and sticking them into the foam.
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